[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


Do they derive a law from evidence pertaining to the period prior to 
the giving of the Torah? 


R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Zeira: “Derive the rule from the 
following: ‘At the door of the tent of meeting you shall remain day and 
night for seven days, performing what the Lord has charged, lest you 
die’ (Lev. 8:35). 


“Just as the Holy One, blessed be he, kept watch over his world for 
seven days, so you must keep watch for your brothers for seven days.” 


[F] And how do we know that the Holy One, blessed be he, kept watch 
over his world for seven days? 


[G] “And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth” 
(Gen. 7:10). 


[H] But do they mourn prior to the death of the deceased [before the 
flood]? 


[I] But the answer is simple: In the case of mortal man, who does not 
know what is going to happen, one undertakes the rites of 
mourning only after the person has died. 


[J] But in the case of the Holy One, blessed be he, who knows what is 
going to happen, he kept watch over his world from the very 
beginning [even before the world perished in the flood]. 


[K] There is he who proposes to state: This refers to the seven days of 
mourning for Methuselah, the righteous. 


[L] Said R. Hoshaiah, “‘[And do not go out from the door of the 
tent of meeting, lest you die;] for the anointing oil of the Lord 
is upon you. [And they did according to the word of 
Moses]’ (Lev. 10:7). Just as you have been anointed with the 
anointing oil for seven days, so you must keep watch for your 
[deceased] brethren for seven days.” 


[M] R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan: “‘Let her not be as one 
dead[, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he comes out 
of his mother’s womb. And Moses cried to the Lord, Heal her, 
O God, I beseech thee]’ (Num. 12:12-13). Let her be shut up. 
Just as the days of mourning for the deceased are seven, so the 
days of shutting up [for the inspection of leprosy signs] are to 
be seven.” 


[N] A disciple repeated this statement of R. Yohanan before R. 
Simeon b. Lagish, who did not accept it. He said, “Here 


